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1A Reason
Obama's climate

policy has the
wrong priorities.

v v

2A Reason

2B Reason

Obama's call to cut CO2
omissions in order to avoid
extreme weather events is a
wrong priority.
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4A Reason Thi :B i 4C Reason This mak 4tD ing to st
is makes cutting ) . is makes trying to stop
There are much more CO2 emissions a Global warming will not global warming in order to
practical things than cutting wrong priorit undermine agricultural avoid growing world
CO2 emissions that can 9 Y- production to any g g worlc
protect us against extreme significant extent hunger a wrong priority.

weather events.
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8B assumption

9B 8A Evidence Global N 8C Reason
9A Reason Cutting CO2 emissions Agricultural output is rc?e?:te“éairnn}lrr\]g f\: Even under the most pessimistic
A lot of practical Id have had projected to increase proj . assumptions, global warming will
things could have (wourd nave nad zero from 1800Mt to climate model wil reduce net agricultural output by onl
protected New mpact in reducing the 3900Mt by the end of Ot undermine this 14% by the end of the century.
) ; A% .
Orleans against damagerra?m: urieane the 21st century. increase.

Hurricane Katrina.
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13B

&g

14A 13A Evidence The HadCM3 and A1F|
) ) e Ha an
15A  Example Publication Aﬁ?‘:d'Pg t‘: the HﬁQ%MS rgigelmt':hl a models make the most
Stricter building codes M. L. Parry et al igh climate sensitivity and the pessimistic assumptions
Smarter evacuation : 2'004.%/4 model, global warming will reduce about the impact of global
policies : agricultural output by only 1.4% to the warming on agricultural
: end of the century.
Better preservation of output.
wetlands

Greater focus on
upkeep and restoration
of the levees

19A Publication
G. Fischer et al.,
2005:2071 and G.
Fischer, Shah et
al., 2002:109.

Obama's call to stop global

warming in order to avoid

growing world hunger is a
wrong priority.

4F
This makes trying to stop
global warming in order to
reduce world hunger a
wrong priority.

4E Reason
Trying to stop global warming
is an extremely inefficient way
of reducing world hunger.
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7A Reason This i 7B ; |
Implementing the Kyoto ir:seflfsi C?:nf)‘;lf;; Y
Protocol would cost $180bn reducing world hunger.
annually but would only save
2 million people from hunger
by the end of the century.

13C Publication 13D Reason ™ 13'|Ed .
" IS wou e a
Lomborg Cool It! By spending $10bn .
(2008) p. 147. between now and 2015,  VaStly more efficient

way of reducing

we could help 229 million world hunger.

people from hunger.
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18A Reason Thi 1BB|d hel
5-8% of the total Millennium s would help
save 229 million
Development Goals budget of people from
$165bn over the next decade

: hunger over the
would be approximately next decade
Obn. ’

E
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20A Publication 20B Evidence
OECD 2005:13; The difference between
Sanchez et al expected hungry in 2015
2005:18 without the extra effort,

(749m), and with the MDG
extra spending (520m).

ES

21A Publication

(UN Millennium
Project, 2005:259).
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A CHALLENGE TO BARACK OBAMA'S CLIMATE POLICY

Bjorn Lomborg on climate facts and policy priorities
A diagrammatic representation in bCisive 2.0

:

Contention
Barack Obama's climate policy
is unsound.
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Ve

v

2C Reason

Obama's claim that
famine is increasing is
an error of fact.

2 x

3A Reason 3B Objection 3C Reason
Famine has declined At least 30 million more The sea level rise projected for
rapidly in the past people have been driven the coming century is the same
half century. into hunger in the past two order of magnitude as the sea
years by rising food prices. level rise experienced over the

v

2D Reason
Obama's claim that sea
levels are rising dangerously
is an error of fact
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6A Expert 2 r v

Gri_gg, 1993:50; FAO,_ 2006:14; 7C Data 7D Rebuttal 8D R 8E
G. Fischer, Shah, TL_Jb'e"C’_v &van World Bank data These price increases eason 30cm is the mean estimate
Velhuizen, 2005:2080; G. have been due to a rush Sea levels rose for sea level rises
Fischer, Shah, & Velthuizen, to turn food crops into 30cm over the past anticipated by the UN
2002:112-13; Nakicenovic & ethanol for car fuel. 150 years.

IPCC WG lll., 2000; WFS, expect for this century.

1996:1, Table 3.
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12A Publication 12B Evidence
Lomborg Cool It! The UN anticipates
(2008) Fig 20 arise in sea levels
of 29 +/-15 cm for
this century.

17A Publication
(IPCC, 2007b:Question
5.1, Figure 1; Jevrejeva,

Grinsted, Moore, &
Holgate, 2006a, 2006b).

8F Reason
The sea level has
actually been pushed
back in some places in
the past 150 years.

13F Example
The Netherlands has
protected and expanded
its coastlands in this
time period.

Q

5A Evidence
We've seen an
overall fall in sea
levels over the
past two years.

11A Web
sealevel.colorado.edu

This diagram has been prepared by Austhink Consulting using its
proprietary software bCisive 2.0
It does not evaluate the case, but simply presents it

bCisive 2.0 may be downloaded and purchased from

www.austhink.com

Comments and questions can be directed to Dr Paul Monk at

pmm@austhink.com
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1B Reason
Obama's climate
policy is based on

errors of fact.

v

2E Reason
Obama's claim that
droughts are increasing
is an error of fact

Qf/\v V/\v

3D Reason 3E Reason

3F Reason
Sea levels are not rising The US has been There is a small overall
at all at the present time. getting wetter over wettening trend in global

the past century. soil moisture.

£

Q

5B Evidence L
Even supposedly 6B Publication 6C Evidence 6D Publication
threatened coastlines 'Trends in 20th century The 1930s dustbowl! era 'Global Trends and Variability in
are holding firm. drought over the was the low point of Soil Moisture and Drought
continental United States" rainfall in the US in the Characteristics, 1950-2000,
Konstantinos M. Andreadis past hundred years. from Observation-Driven
and Dennis P. Lettenmaier Simulations of the Terrestrial
GEOPHYSICAL Hydrologic Cycle'
RESEARCHLETTERS, Justin Sheffield and Eric F. Wood,
VOL. 33, L10403, 2006. Department of Civil Engineering,
@ Princeton University, Princeton,
@ New Jersey
JOURNALOFCLIMATE
10A Example VOLUME 21, 2007.
Bangladesh grows its

coastland by 20 sq
km each year.

@

16A Web 16B Explanation
www.voanews.com/bangla/archive/2008-07 Sedimentation coming
down the great rivers of
Banglasdesh wins out
over rising sea levels.

2F Reason

Obama's assertion that
storms are growing stronger
is an error of fact

T

3G Reason 3H Reason
The intensity of The frequency of
hurricanes has hurricanes globally has
been decreasing in dropped to record lows
recent years. in the past year.
7E Evidence 7F Evidence 7G Evidence
Even for the Atlantic hurricane Worldwide, maximum ACE Hurricanes across the world
basin, the total hurricane energy was reached in 1994 and have been as inactive over
(ACE) has declined by 40% since has plummeted for the past the past year as at any time
the record was set in 2005. three years. since records were kept.

12C Web 12D Web 12E Web
US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. www.coaps.fsu.edu/~maue/tropical/ www.coaps.fsu.edu/~maue/tropical/
www.cpc.noaa.gov/products/outlooks/figure4.gif
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2008_Atlantic_hurricane_season
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