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Counterterrorism Priorities Are Proving Wasteful

By Bjorn Lomborg and Todd Sandler
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Mr. Lomborg and Mr. Sandler, both smart men, ignore one key, cost-effective anti-
terrorism measure: raising the cost to terrorists by hunting them down. You can do
that the more direct American way -- killing them -- or the softer European way, getting
Interpol on them and then locking them up for a few years. Either way raises the 'cost'
of terrorism by forcing them to consider the possibility of death and loss of freedom.
As it turns out, many terrorists, and most of the big shots, turn out to be quite rational
when confronted with this cost. It's why the Hamas bigs hide in Damascus, as one
example.

There's no question that attacking terrorism on other fronts, such as their financial
transactions, is useful, and we need to do more of it. But we have one key way to
drive home the risk to the terrorists: hunt them down.
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However, we provide a lot of other benefits that should be taken into the equation: as
one example, our military ensures open seas which contributes to trade, and trade
does far more than direct foreign aid to assist poor countries.
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E# By expanding humanitarian aid with no strings attached, the US could do more
to address hunger, disease and poverty, while reaping improving its standing and
lowering terror risks.
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E1 Terrorists will inevitably shift to softer targets.
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Currently, the US gives only 0.17 percent of its gross net income as official
development assistance - the second-smallest share among Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development countries - and aid is highly skewed
toward countries supporting the US foreign policy agenda.
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E+$ Yeah - | mean, just let a few attacks through every year.
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E++ Although citizens of rich countries regard terrorism as one of the world's
greatest threats, transnational terrorists take, on average, just 420 lives each year.
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E+# This would involve greater extradition of terrorists and clamping down on the
charitable contributions, drug trafficking, counterfeit goods, commodity trading
and illicit activities that allow them to carry out their activities.
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E+6 By expanding humanitarian aid with no strings attached, the US could do more
to address hunger, disease and poverty, while reaping improving its standing and
lowering terror risks.
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